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PSYC 3300 Professional Writing
I will attend my internship at the Los Angeles Department of Mental Health (DMH). The organization provides several career opportunities which promote learning, growth, and career advancement. Some of the opportunities provided by DMH include psychiatry registry, street psychiatry teams, and telemental health (Los Angeles County Department of Mental Health, 2021). In the psychiatry registry, psychiatrists participate in treatment settings within the operating settings and offering field services to the clients. The organization allows psychiatrists to engage in street psychiatry teams that provide treatment and support to vulnerable individuals. Some of the activities include offering support services in sidewalks, homeless encampments, and shelters.  The organization also allows psychiatrists to use advanced technology while providing mental care services through telemental health. In my internship program, I will use three ethical standards: human relations, privacy and confidentiality, and Recordkeeping and fees. I believe these ethical standards will help me work effectively this institution.
According to the APA standard of ethical codes, psychologists or students in the psychology field are expected to work as a team with other mental health professionals. I believe that the code of human relations will help me cooperate with other experienced professionals and learn how they operate with different clients.  Additionally, this standard will help me learn how to deal with discrimination, sexual harassment and avoid exploitative relationships in the mental health department (American Psychological Association, 2017). I will cooperate with other professionals in the mental health department to serve the patients and clients appropriately and effectively. For example, before offering any services to a client, I will seek advice from experienced professionals.
As an intern, the code of human relations will guide me not to engage in any sexual relationship with my supervisees since I believe such relationships may impair the judgment of becoming exploitative.   My primary objective will be to learn some of the significant skills that will help me gain experience in the field of mental health for future job opportunities. I believe this code of conduct will have some significant impacts throughout my stay at the Los Angeles Department of Mental Health. First, I will be required to remain disciplined and committed till the end of my internship period. Second, I will not engage in behaviors that are likely to demean the teams and vulnerable individuals I will be working with based on gender, race, age, ethnicity, sexual orientation, and culture.
As an intern, I have the primary obligation of taking reasonable precautions to protect confidential information. However, I believe the standard code on privacy and confidentiality guides me until the end of my internship program.  Mental health is a sensitive department as it requires psychologists, clinicians, and volunteers to protect clients' privacy.  When consulting with professional psychologists, I will maintain confidential client information (American Psychological Association, 2017). Notably, before disclosing personal information, I will always seek guidance from my supervisor to avoid violating this code of conduct. For example, when engaging in street psychiatry teams, I will take precautions to ensure that the statements I will provide will be based on my professional knowledge, training, and experience in accordance with psychological literature and practice.
In the psychiatry registry, I will be required to participate in treatment sessions. The code on privacy and confidentiality will help me discuss confidential information for professional and scientific purposes (American Psychological Association., 2017). Additionally, this code will allow me not to disclose any personal information that could lead to the identification of clients, particularly when working with street psychiatry teams. The code will guide my behaviors throughout my internship program since I will learn how to handle personal information efficiently and seek clarifications from professionals.
Record keeping and fees play a significant role in psychologist work either as an intern or in practice.  Some of the client records which I will require to focus on are diagnostic assessments and case notes which are used in the treatment process (American Psychological Association, 2017) Additionally, I will participate in the research process, particularly in street psychiatry teams when visiting homeless individuals.  I believe this code will guide me in keeping good records and explaining how the research will be conducted and the procedures. The information will help other researchers to evaluate and recommend if the study will be replicated.
I believe this code will guide me to follow the right channels required to make reports and keep records. The extent and nature of the record will vary, and this depends on the setting, purpose, and context of the services I will be providing.  Notably, this standard on record keeping will help me familiarize myself with ethical and legal requirements according to their specific professional jurisdictions and contexts by making appropriate records to help me protect patients in the events of ethical and legal proceedings.
In my internship program, I will use three ethical standards: human relations, privacy and confidentiality, and Recordkeeping and fees. I believe these ethical standards will help me work effectively at DMH. The code of human relations will help me cooperate with other experienced professionals and learn how they operate with different clients.  Human relations will help me remain disciplined and committed till the end of my internship period. The code on privacy and confidentiality will help me discuss confidential information for professional and scientific purposes. The code will guide my behaviors throughout my internship program since I will learn how to handle personal information with great care and seek clarifications from professionals. Lastly, record keeping and fees will guide me to follow the right channels to make reports and keep records.
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